Doberman Breeder Tips

Pre-Whelping

Keep the mom on a diet high in protein and calcium. She should also be given a good vitamin supplement.

Get the prospective mom all of her normally required shots prior to pregnancy as the shots received during pregnancy may adversely affect the puppies. This will also ensure the proper immunity is passed on from the mom when she is at her peak of protection.

Make sure there are no known reasons not to breed, especially genetic.

Make sure the mate is selected and also has no known reasons not to breed.

Have both mom and dad tested for Brucellosis.

When the prospective mom is in heat, do pre-mating progesterone testing several times to make reasonably sure you breed her on the best date possible to ensure success.

Prepare a Whelping Kit to include:

1. A Rectal Thermometer to monitor the mom’s temperature twice a day for at least a week before the expected whelping date to watch for a temperature drop. Keep in mind that this method is not always accurate. During the first several days, use readings to figure out what would be the mom’s normal average temperature. If the normal temperature is between 90 and 100 degrees and then it suddenly drops to 98.4 degrees, which is the first sign. The next sign will be when the temperature returns back to normal. That may be the signal that delivery is eminent.

2. Just Born milk replacement or substitute formula. This is to be used in those cases where the mom cannot nurse or that you have a weak puppy or large litter and some of the puppies may need to be supplemented.

3. Nursing Bottles (2 oz. for small breeds and 4 oz. for the larger breeds like Dobermans)

4. Milk Aid brand Mother Milk Tea to help mom with production of her milk supply.
5. Kelly Forceps to be used to clamp off the umbilical cord. It should be clamped off about 3” from the stomach. You want to cut it a little shorter because mother dog is chewing it)

6. Unwaxed Dental Floss or a strong cotton thread to be used to tie off the umbilical cord about 2” from the stomach.

7. Scissors to be used to cut the umbilical cord at an angle between the forceps and the tie off point.

8. Tame Iodine (Betadine) spray or swabs to put on the end of where each cord is cut or torn in order to help dry it up and seal out infection)

9. Alcohol Swabs to keep the scissors sterile after the birth of each puppy.

10. Disposable Latex Surgical Gloves & Lubricating Jelly to have a sterile gloved hand and prevent possible infection if you are assisting in an area near the vagina. This is particularly true if you need to go into the mom’s vagina to turn or grab a puppy, 

11. Colored Litter Marking Cords or similar system to mark each of the pups in order to keep track of them to check weight and ensure each puppy is gaining. Make sure the collars are checked daily for tightness.

12. Bene-Bac Gel  to help to suppress the growth of intestinal bacteria thus helping to stop diarrhea. It should be kept in the refrigerator or a cool place. It may be given 2 to 3 times a day.  If you press the tip against your finger as you push the plunger, it is easier to control the amount that flows out)

13. Nutri-Drops for newborn puppies that are weak. This is a source of immediate glucose and nutrients that is quickly absorbed within 15 to 20 minutes to help to make puppies more alert and eager to nurse. You may give 1 to 2 drops, depending on size, once every 12 hours to each puppy. Remember to shake well before using. 

14. Theralin Liquid Puppy Vitamins, giving 1 drop daily to puppies from birth should help them gain strength. Giving vitamins to newborn puppies is an optional decision. 

15. Towels to dry off and stimulate the puppies as they are delivered and to help clear out any fluid from their mouths and noses. Keep a good supply handy.

 16. A Baby Suction Bulb or similar device to be used to suck out any fluid remaining in their mouths that may be preventing from the pup from breathing.

17. Makings for a  Milkshake Type Drink that can be offered to the mom in between delivering pups. Frozen vanilla yogurt or ice cream is one recommendation. Another is a mixture of vanilla ice cream and Enfamil. This It is a quick source of energy for the mother.

18. A Box to place the puppies in when the mom is in the process of delivering a new puppy. It may also be used to control the puppies when a timed feeding schedule is required due to a large litter. 

19. A Heat Source of heat such as a heating lamp, pad or both. Puppies cannot produce their own body heat for the first 10 days because they are incapable of shivering. It is very important to help them maintain their body temperature to at least 94 degrees F.  For this purpose a puppy holding area/box should be kept at a temperature of between 85 to 95 degrees F for the first 10 days. It can then slowly lowered, as the pups get older. By the age of 3 weeks, they can be kept at a normal room temperature.

20. A Portable Hair Dryer which can be used on a very low setting to help speed the puppy  and umbilical cord drying processes. Never heat the puppy warmer than a normal body temperature.

21. A Baby Scale for daily weighing of pups. Puppies should not lose weight after the first day. Weight should either be the same or show a gain.

22. A Whelping Pad and blanket to give the mom a little comfort and that will allow the puppies a rough surface on which to crawl to get to their mom for nursing.

23. Record Keeping Sheets should be available to record the mother’s pre-birth temperatures, times of birth, important characteristics of the puppy such as color, etc., birth and subsequent weights and the marking you place on the pup for future identification.

In addition to the above items you must prepare whelping and weaning areas and boxes to be used at the appropriate times. You can buy these commercially or build one yourself. Either way, make sure they are properly constructed, sturdy and functional.

Make sure the mom’s breast area is relatively free of hair. The hair will have probably come out naturally. With shorthaired dogs like Dobermans, the nipples should be readily accessible without the need to shave the area.

Expect the mom to go through a period to what would be called “morning sickness” in humans. This takes place usually in about the third week of pregnancy. She may experience a little nausea and loss of appetite. The situation should resolve itself in about a week. If it lasts longer than that and she is listless, something more serious may be going on and you should consult a vet. 

Bring the mom to the vet at around the 30th day of pregnancy to get a blood test to determine pregnancy. Dogs are different than humans in that have normally high progesterone level. Therefore, unlike humans, a simple urine progesterone test will not suffice to determine pregnancy. The canine blood test is for the detection of the hormone Relaxin. Relaxin can only be detected after implantation of the fertilized egg, which occurs about 22-27 days after mating (26-31 days after the post-LH surge).

If possible, it is good to get the mom x-rayed at the end of the eighth week of pregnancy. Because of late bone formation, the puppies may not show up before this period. The x-ray should let you know how many puppies to expect. While the exact number may always be in doubt until well after whelping, it is always a good idea to know what to expect beforehand. If you go into the whelping process expecting a small litter and it is much larger, that may present unanticipated problems. 

During the pregnancy, regular walking should be done to ensure that the mom to be keeps up her strength. However, other forms of more strenuous exercise such as intensive training or showing would probably be too stressful and should be avoided.

If the mom is seriously overweight, that could represent potentially dangerous issues such as blood sugar regulation that can put the litter at risk. During pregnancy is not the time for a weight loss program. In such an event, you should consult your vet for guidance.

The early stage of labor generally commences about 24 hours before birth. The mom’s body temperature will drop a degree or two to about 99 or 98 degrees Fahrenheit about 8-12 hours before forceful contractions. She will probably become restless and start panting and nesting. Even though she is not sick, she may vomit. This is natural. It would probably be wise not to provide much in the way of food after this point. However, one formula said to help start labor might prove useful. The formula consists of 2 tablespoons of egg substitute and 1 tablespoon of sugar mixed in a half cup of milk.

The final stage of labor begins after the cervix is fully dilated and the fetus drops down into the birth canal. You can then expect forceful contractions to begin and the birth of the first puppy within 2 hours. If the birth of the first puppy does not occur within 2 hours, you should consider contacting your vet for advice.

Whelping

Keep the whelping room a little on the warm side but comfortable. The room should be maintained at about 80 degrees Fahrenheit during the whelping process and for the next ten days.

Expect heavy labor with panting and shivering, which is normal during the whelping phase.

Contractions may be followed by nesting (kind of like fluffing up the old pillow) and periods of rest between the contractions.

Always remember the mom is under a great deal of stress during this period and needs to be offered a lot of comfort.

Be prepared for the mom to yelp as the first puppy starts to come out. This initial stretching of the birth canal will no doubt be very painful for her and she may need to let this pain be known.

Once the puppy starts to present itself, if the contraction is not strong enough or starts to let up, moving the mom slightly may help to keep the contraction going.

If at all possible, let each delivery occur naturally. Never try to pull the puppy out or otherwise intervene unless there is an obvious breech situation. If there is a breech, the puppy may be moved into the proper birthing position by using one gloved finger to maneuver the puppy in the birth canal. The puppy may be birthed from either head or rear end first, as long as the legs are in a position to clear the birth canal first when the exit is from the butt first position. The breech problem usually occurs if the puppy’s belly or back is presented to the normal exit of the birth canal. Keep a close eye on the mom when the puppy starts to come out to make sure there is a head or butt end trying to come out. You may also pull back on the vulva to help a puppy come through. Remember, a puppy will not survive long if it is stuck in the birth canal without medical intervention.

Try not to let the puppy become disconnected from the umbilical cord before the delivery is completed. Let the placenta be delivered naturally and do not try to pull it out.

As soon as the head is clear from the birth canal, remove the sack covering the head and mouth area. Then clean the head area and fluid from the mouth with a towel. As soon as the puppy is clear of the birth canal and has had its head cleaned with a towel, let the mom briefly check out her new baby. While shredding of the umbilical cord may result in better coagulation, it is probably best not to let the mom chew it. Chewing can lead to damage of the puppy if it is not done right and increases the chance of infection.

Quickly move the new puppy and placenta to a clean heated work area. Use the baby suction bulb to clear out any fluid remaining in the mouth. Make sure the sack has been removed and the puppy has been rubbed and shaken vigorously to stimulate breathing. The puppy should be shaken vigorously because of the possibility of railing of the lungs. Railing occurs when there is an obstruction in the air passage to the lungs, usually in the nose. This condition indicates the lungs are in distress. You should hear a little cry when the puppy starts breathing. If the puppy is still not breathing at this point, try grabbing it by the scruff of the neck and giving it a quick jerk to both sides. If that doesn’t work, you can try a drop of the Nutri-Drop or even whiskey applied directly to the puppy’s tongue. If the puppy remains totally unresponsive after all efforts and appears to have been a stillbirth, do not continue working to trying and bring it to life if you are by yourself and the mom is in the process or has already delivered another puppy. It would be better to lose only one puppy than both because you ignored the new arrival.

After a puppy is breathing and alert, clamp off the umbilical cord with the Kelly forceps about 3” from the stomach. Then tie off the umbilical cord about 2” from the stomach using floss or thread. The umbilical cord can then be cut (at an angle). Make the cut between the forceps and the tie off. You may tie off and cut the cord a little shorter if the mom is prone to chewing it.

Put the placentas in a separate area away from the mom. While eating a placenta may stimulate lactation/milk production, eating more than one will probably also cause diarrhea. Mom’s diarrhea can then in turn be passed on to the puppies when nursing. To be on the safe side, it is recommended that the mom not be allowed to eat any of the placentas. 

Keep track of the number of placentas. The count should, of course, be equal to the number of puppies. It is not unusual for the mom to temporarily retain placentas, which may later be passed through the birth canal or dissolved within the body. If the number of placentas does not equal the number of puppies, watch for a discharge from the mom. If the discharge is clear or slightly pink, that is OK. If there is a green or black discharge, it may indicate there is a dead fetus. Retaining an unborn fetus presents a different set of problems that should be discussed with your vet.

Use a checklist to make sure you don’t overlook any important steps when dealing with each individual puppy. It will help you to remember to weigh and record the weight and all other pertinent information, such as the sex, color and markings, of the newborn puppy.

Using a hand held hair dryer; you may now carefully blow-dry the puppy if so desired. If you decide to do this, be extremely careful not to let the puppy’s body temperature get any higher than what would be normal. Normal should pretty much mean the same temperature that is neutral to the touch of your hand, not hot or cold.

Place any identification-marking device on the puppy at this time and return it to the mom. Mom will no doubt want to lick and clean it a little more. The mom, to get the pups to urinate and defecate, must stimulate them. If the mom does not stimulate them naturally, you may accomplish stimulation by rubbing the pups with a moist washcloth, gauze pad or cotton ball. 

After the first puppy is delivered, the rest should follow every 15 minutes to 3 hours apart. If more than 4 hours pass, and you are sure there should be at least one or more additional puppies, then you should call your vet for instructions.

During the delivery phase, take the mom out for a short walk every hour or so. This will allow her to relieve herself. Bear in mind that motion such as walking or riding in a car and nursing may stimulate contractions and the onset of delivery of the next puppy. During the walk, try to keep the mom in sight in case she tries to deliver a puppy at that time. Also remember to carry a towel with you in case you have to retrieve a puppy and a flashlight to see if it is at night.

Between the deliveries of pups, the newborns should be allowed to nurse on the mom. You should place the puppy on the mom’s nipple and rub the pup’s mouth on the nipple to encourage it to nurse. This will also stimulate the mom’s milk production. By the end of the whelping period you will probably visibly notice milk dripping from the nipples.

If the mom is having contractions and commencing a new delivery period, move any nearby puppies to a safe location. There should be a heated box or similar location made available nearby in which to place the puppies during this period.
Always have fluids nearby and available to the mom during delivery. It can be water, bullion, broth, ice, ice cream, ice chips, frozen yogurt or a combination drink. A good combination is a milkshake made with vanilla ice cream and Nutrical or Espilac. While it may take a little effort to coax her attention away from her puppies, it will be well worth the effort. If she gets some sugar into her system and cools down a little, she will be revived and in much better spirits. If you are offering the mom liquid or food, do it in a hand held dish. Do not leave it in the whelping box with the mom and puppies.

Post-Whelping

Get the mom to drink a lot of fluids after the delivery. A milkshake type drink, as discussed above, would be a very appropriate supplement to plain water in order to help her regain strength and be better prepared for the task of nursing. Be aware that the nursing mom may need to consume 2-3 times the amount of food that is normal for her when she is not nursing. Adjust the quantity of her food intake accordingly.

If you have a large litter, puppies should be nursed in shifts. It is very important that during the first week that all puppies get an equal share. Take active control and supervision of the nursing schedule. If any puppy was born significantly smaller than the rest of the litter, it would be OK to see that little guy gets a little more than it’s fair share.

In the event that the mom cannot nurse for any reason, there are a couple of options. Since you will have to feed them by hand, you can either buy a commercial formula replacement. If you have a large litter, this can become expensive very quickly. If expense is not a concern, then that is certainly the way to go. However, you should at least have some available in your whelping kit to meet you immediate needs. There is also a replacement formula that can be used. You will have to adjust the quantity depending on your particular needs. Combine 1 cup of homogenized milk with 3 egg yokes, a tablespoon of corn oil and an eyedropper of baby vitamins. If you don’t believe the puppies are getting enough natural nutrition from the mom, this can also be used to supplement the diet. Remember, however, with this formula they are not getting the natural immunity protections from their mom and may have to start their immunization shots earlier.

Bring the mom to the vet 12-24 hours after the delivery. The vet should check for mastitis and do an internal exam to check for any retained fetus or placentas. In addition, get an Oxytocin injection. Oxytocin will help stimulate the milk letdown reflex thus causing better milk ejection. Oxytocin will also cause uterine contraction and serves to help stop uterine hemorrhaging by assisting the uterus in clotting the placental attachment points postpartum.

The new puppies need to be taken to your veterinarian as soon as possible. For Dobermans, as well as other breeds, they should visit with the vet to have their dewclaws removed and if desired tails docked when they are 3-5 days old. The puppies should also start being wormed at 5 days of age. Check with your vet but expect they may need to be wormed every two week thereafter until they are 12 weeks old. During the puppies’ first visit, the veterinarian should also examine them for congenital defects as well as signs of parasitic or viral infections. 

Expect the pup’s eyes to open and their sight and hearing to start developing by about the age of 2 weeks.

Newborn puppies acquire immunities against many diseases by nursing from their mother. During the first two days of life, a puppy that nurses takes in the colostrum that is present in the milk produced. The antibodies that are passed in the colostrum are vital to the puppy’s health and well being. These antibodies prevent the puppy from being infected by diseases like Canine Distemper and Parvo virus. The immunity given by the colostrum loses its affect sometime around the fifth week of age. For this reason booster vaccinations, commonly called “puppy shots”, should be started about five weeks of age. These puppy shots are also called “five in one” or DHLP-P vaccinations because they are a combination vaccine that will immunize against five very common but potentially deadly diseases of Distemper, Hepatitis, Leptospirosis, Parainfluenza and Parvo. The DHLP-P booster should be scheduled again every 3-4 weeks until the puppies reach the age of 20 weeks.

It is most interesting to note that 20 day old Doberman puppies are hardly aware of their surroundings, with only warmth, hunger and sleep mattering to them. Whereas on the 21st  day they become aware of their surroundings, people and other animals, etc. It is almost as if they have been hatched from an egg on day 21. 

Puppies should be accustomed to being handled and loved from birth. As soon as they are exactly three weeks old, each individual puppy should be given a special amount of time, attention and affection during the following week. The love shown to the puppies at this time will affect them all of their lives. The breeder must take control of the puppy during this period and be aware of this requirement. During the fourth week, the puppy will form it’s basic character. Playing must be done quietly and gently. Much praise and encouragement should be given at all times.

When the puppies’ teeth start to come through, it will hurt the mom to nurse them. She will soon avoid nursing from that point forward. If that happens before the third week, keep them on the milk replacement formula until the end of the third week. They then should start being weaned off milk by starting them on a gruel mixture. Weaning should be over by not later than 5 weeks. To prepare a gruel mixture (you determine the quantity needed), put some milk in a saucepan and warm it (but not to a boil). Put some rice pablum (like Gerber baby cereal) in a bowl and pour the milk over it. Add in some small jars of meaty commercial baby food like the Gerber Baby Feast. Mix it well until it is soupy. You will probably have to start by finger feeding the pups till they learn to lick. Licking is a learned skill and not an instinct like sucking. As time goes on you should also be making the mixture less and less soupy. There are other variations of weaning formulas that you might want to try. They include using Puppy Kibble Mixture or Puppy Chow put in a blender and ground to a powder instead of pablum. You can also use Espilac instead of milk, which is probably a good idea. Some formulas also include the use of honey. Your choice! Puppies should be on a regular diet and solid food by the end of 6 weeks.

Watch the weight gain of the puppies closely and put the pups on solid food if they are not gaining weight fast enough. Doberman puppies will usually weigh in at between 8 and 16 ounces at birth.

After                    Females                                          Males

Week                  Should Weigh                                  Should Weigh

    1                       1 pound     6 ounces   (1.375)       1 pound   5 ounces   (1.313)

    2                       2 pounds   9 ounces   (2.562)       2 pounds 7 ounces    (2.438)

    3                       3 pounds   6 ounces   (3.375)       3 pounds 4 ounces    (3.250)

    4                       4 pounds 12 ounces    (4.750)      4 pounds 5 ounces    (4.313)

    6                       8 pounds   2 ounces    (8.125)      8 pounds 4 ounces    (8.250)

    8                     12 pounds   8 ounces  (12.500)    12 pounds even         (12.000)

1 pound = 16 ounces
GOOD LUCK

